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Christ  is  The  Answer  to  Oar  SociaL 

?%     1.1  STACK 

Problems. 


THIS  booklet  is  not  written  for  the  expert  theologian, 
its  purpose  is  to  provoke  the  thoughts  of  intelligent  "lay- 
men" to  seek  by  Bible  study  a  means  to  combat  the 
social  evils  of  our  day. 

Its  aim  is  therefore  evangelism,  Bishop  Newbegin  of 
the  Church  of  South  India  describes  the  Church  as  <sthe 
pilgrim  people  of  God,  on  the  liiove,  hastening  to  the 
ends  of  the  earth  beseeching  men  to  be  reconciled  with 
Cod,  and  hastening  to  the  end  of  the  age  to  meet  their  - 
Lord". 

Jesus  Christ  is  the  answer  to  our  social  problems. 
Let  us  pray. 

PRAYER:  "LORD  JESUS,  Master  Carpenter  of  Nazareth, 
who  on  the  Cross  with  wood  and  nails  hast 
•wrought  man's  full  salvation,  wield  well  thy  tools 
in  this  workshop,  that  we  who  come  to  thee 
rough-hewn,  may  be  fashioned  to  a  fuller  beauty 
by  thy  Holy  Spirit,  Through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord,"  Amen. 

Christianity  Transverses  all  our  social 
Problems. 

The  problems  of  society  are  the  problems  ef  men. 
Man  is  a  child  of  God,  created  by  God  the  Father  to 
love  and  serve  Him;  and  destined  for  Eternal  life. 

Whereas  all  other  doctrines  begin  with  man  himself, 
Christianity  begins  with  God,  and  declares  that  (a)  Man 
is  made  to  have  fellowship  with  God.  (b)  That  that  fel- 
lowship begins  here  in  and  through  Christ,  and  is  continued 
in  eternal  life,  (c)  That  the  spirit  of  that  fellowship  is 
love  which  breaks  down  all  the  barriers  dividing  man 
from  man;  and  (d)  That  man  is  a  social  being  who 
finds  his  full  life  in  the  true  society  of  the  kingdom  of 
God. 
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This  Beans  then,  that  man's  chief  end  is  to  know, 
serve  and  worship  God;  and  this  involves  love  towards 
his  fellow  men.  But  men  are  not  what  God  intends  them 
to  be.  Man  is  imperfect,  unwise,  unhappy  and  wicked. 
This  is  the  root  of  all  our  social  problems.  If  we  look 
carefully  we  can  see  that  if  we  combined  love  with  know- 
fedgt;  by  knowledge,  I  mean,  keowledge  of  the  will  of 
God,  the  way  would  be  open  to  the  solution  of  all  our 
social  problems.  As  Augustine  said  in  prayer  to  God, 
"Thou  hast  made  us  for  thyself  and  our  hearts  are  restless 
till  they  find  their  rest  in  thee".  Oh  the  restlessness  of 
man's  heart,  yes,  the  root  of  all  our  social  problems. 

Who  can  change  and  transform  all  our  social  problems? 
Man  is  seeking  ways  and  means  of  transforming  his  prob- 
lems: Pascal  said,  "It  is  vain  O  man,  to  seek  from  your- 
self the  remedy  for  your  miseries.  All  your  knowledge  can 
reach  no  further  than  this,  that  you  can  find  neither 
happiness  nor  truth  within  yourselves.  Philosophers  have 
promised  them  to  you,  but  they  have  promised  what  they 
cannot  perform.  They  know  neither  your  real  condition 
nor  your  real  good."  You  only  need  to  take  any  of  the 
News  papers  to  see  man's  failures  to  appreciate  the  truth, 
and  his  pride  in  his  own  effort  to  be  perfect.  The  Leaders 
of  the  Nations  are  hurrying  from  one  Surmit  Conference 
to  another,  issueing  one  joint  communique  after  another, 
but  world's  peace  is  still  very  far  away;  yes,  our  social 
problems  are  growing  frem  bad  to  worse. 

Man's  real  need  is  met  by  what  God  has  done  in 
Jesus  Christ;  and  to  believe  and  claim  for  ourselves  what 
Christ  has  done  is  what  Christianity  is.  Christianity  assu- 
mes that  the  material  universe  is  not  man's  final  concern 
but  that  he  was  created  for  spiritual  and  eternal  ends, 
If  Christ  is  allow  to  enter  into  our  lives  and  culture, 
He  will  transform  our  present  world  and  reconcile  it  to 
Himself.  Christianity  has  done  this  ov«r  and  over  again 
all  through  the  ages.  Abraham  Lincoln  said,  "I  am  moved 
to  come  to  God  in  prayers  because  there  is  no  where  to 
go."  William  Wilberforce  fought  and  won  his  battle  for 
the  emanscipation  of  slaves;  Lord  Shaftesbury  laboured 
for  factory  reforms  and  got  it  through;  Elizabeth  Fry  toiled 


for  the  improvement  of  the  prison  system;    F.D.  Murriee 


.r^h6  tthinkin*  of   the  various   problems  that 
g.  '  !if  truUC  SolutlOH  is  ia  Christ>    nothing  else. 

*n  «  nil-  ThuC  bUSineSS  °f  Science  is  <°  ^Serve  facts 
and  make  hypothesis  to  explain  them  but  cannot  reaJly 
transverse  our  social  problems.  Humanism  can't?  -This 
as  you  know  is  a  philosophy  which  holds  the  view  that 

rTr  u?e  bf6  HaSter  °f  himSdf  8nd  Of  the  world"  by  the 
right  use  of  his  innate  powers;  that  aui  is  sufficient  of 

himself    with  the  help  of    education,  to  build  a     good 

SI  i  life  Vd°rrD  ,*  f°r  tb'wellbeW    of    mankind    in 
It  does  not  worry  about  the  sin*  of  man     This 

S&  h  n.ato  trrrrse  °)jr  sociai  pr°biems 

make  it  plain   that  man   cannot   use  his  gifts 
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Communism:    This    can't    transverse  our  social    p 
either.   Its   ch,ef  concern  is  the  State;    the  State       mn' 
chief  end    in  it  alone  be  finds  his  true  self,    it  haTthe 
power  01   life  and   death  over  him;    therefore  each    indi- 

I$t 


e   a  H  o 

He    makes    no  decisions,   utters   no  criticisms 

?u£  IH"   i.°  1DltiatlVe;    Communi^   limits  man     o    na! 
twe    and   al  lows   no  place  for    that  which  transcends  the 
material  world.    Because  it  ignores  the  dignity  of  man 
makes  society  unstable.  ' 

Christianity  recognises    man's  nted   of    God-  recoeni- 
ses  ithc  dignity  of  man;    recegni.es  the  awefulness  of  .fn- 
and  leads  men  t«   see  that    life  has  a  meaning     a    om 
pose,  and  that  the  end  of  man  is  God    and  fhat  life 
a  preparation  for  that  fuller  fellowship     with 

been  transformed,  and  society  transformed.  Cf  .Acts  19*18^ 


Bible    Stndy. 

OUR  BIBLE    PORTION;      ROM.  12:  9-13 

WE     HAVE     HERE     RULES     FOR    THE    CHRISTIANS 
LIFE    IN    EVERY    DAY    ACTION. 

1.  LOVE:    Love   must    be    sincere.    There    is    a    religious 
experience  ia  Christianity  by  which  we  know   the  Love 

of  God  which  can  implant  love  in  our  nature  as  an  in- 
dwelling energy.  (Rom.  5;5)  "And  hope  maketh  not  asha- 
med; because  the  love  of  God  is  shed  abroad  in  our 
hearts  by  the  Holy  Ghost  which  is  given  unto  us."  Love 
is  therefore  the  supreme  gift  and  all  inclusive  gift  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  (I  Cor.  12:31-1  Vh.  The  distinctive  Chris- 
tian love  excludes  jealousy,  where  it  is  present;  any  form 
of  egotism  is  excluded  whether  it  is  that  which  leads  to 
lack  of  respect  for  other  people  or  th.it  which  leads  to  va- 
rious anti-social  behaviours  referred  to  in  Rom.  1:29-31. 

2.  Hatred  for  evil  and    clinging  to  that  which   is  good:  - 
We  must  notice  a  difference  here;  What  so  many  peo- 
ple hate  is  not  evil  but  the  consequences  of  evil.  The  man 
who  does  good  because  he  fears  the  consequences  of  being  a 
bad  man  is  not  a  good  man.  The  Christian  hates  evil  because 
he  knows  that  it  is  against  God's  will.  Note  the  hymn  ''My 
God  I  love  thee,    not  because   I  hope    for  heaven  thereby 
nor  yet    because    who  love  thee  not  are  lost  eternally"  (By 
Francis  Xavier). 

3.  Being    affectionate  one   to   another   in   brotherly   lover- 

Christianity  makes  a  man  to  know  truly  that  all 
men  are  members  of  one  and  the  same  family.  We  are  not 
strangers  one  to  another.  The  feeling  of  Tribalism  was 
very  strong  in  Paul's  days,  but  his  spirit  yearned  out 
for  the  Gentiles.  Cf.  Eph.  2:14-16;  Gal.  3:28;  Philemon  II:!6. 

4.  Giving    each     other   priority   in    honour  -    Is    not   this 

the  cause  of  more  than  half  the  cause  of  our  social 
problems?  surely  much  of  our  troubles  arise  over  rights  and 
privileges  and  prestige.  Some  one  has  not  been  giving 


bis  or  her  place;  some  one  has  not  been  promoted; 
some  one  has  been  given  a  more  prominent  place! 
and  so  the  little  sins  of  ambitions  of  the  individual* 
result  in  civil  wars.  Why  does  a  tribe  seek  to  dominate 
other  tribes  in  a  country?  what  is  the  trouble  with 
Nigeria  today?  Why  are  political  opponents  sent  to  goal 
on  the  eve  of  elections?  Why  are  there  coups  and  coun- 
ter coups?  Where  there  is  real  Christianity  there  will  be 
no  need  for  this  It  was  Andrew  who  first  saw  Jesus 
and  brought  his  brother  to  Christ,  but  he  was  content  to 
take  the  second  place.  The  true  Christian  knows  that 
he  has  no  rights  but  duties;  and  if  we  are  all  Christians, 
g«>od  bye  to  all  cur  social  problems. 

5.  There  is  no  sluggishness  in    zeal    or    as    our  version 
puts    it   "never     be     lazy   in      your   work".     There    could 
be   no   room   for    laziness   in     the    Christian    life.     Life    is 
always  a  choice  between   life    and   death,   the   world   is  a 
battle    ground     between     good    and    evil,   and   every  time 
must   be    spent    profitably.      Many     things    go    wrong    in 
social    and    industrial     life    because    so    many  people   are 
lazy   and   delight   in  wasting  time,  (FiJes  are   not  attended 
to  promptly,    letters     are    not    answered    in    time;    orders 
are   not   heeded   etc. 

6.  Keeping   up    bright   spirits:  -     There  is  earnestness  of 
purpose     in    cbristianty,     the    Christians     should    be     full 
of  enthusiasm.     There   is  one  man  whom    Christ  will    not 
stand   (Rev.  3  :  15f)  that  is    the    man   who   is  neither  hot 

nor  cold. 

7.  Seizing  the   Opportunity:-    Every   opportunity   must  be 
seized    in    life    as  it    comes,     it    may    be  to  learn    a  new 
thing,    to    change  a  situation;   to   speak  a  word   of  encou- 
ragement or  of  warning;   to   help  or  to  comfort  someone. 
Cf.  the   woman  whose  life  was  touched    by  the  words  of 
Jesus;  she   brought  something  very  costly   to  anoint  Jesus' 
feet,  and    when   the  disciples    questioned,    Jesus   said,   she 
has    done   that   which  was  needful  at   the  time,  "the  poor 
you  have  with  you  always   but  me  you  have  not  always". 


8.  Rejoicing  in  hope:  -  In  Christianity    we  have  the     cer- 
tainty that  the  best    is  yet    to    be.     God's     grace      is 

sufficient  for  all  things    and  so  there  can  be  no  hopeless 
situations  in  life. 

9.  Tribulations  are  met   with  fortitide:-  A  roan  can  meet 
anything    when     he   meets    it    with   Christ.     '•!  am   with 
you    always  even    to     the     end    of    the  ages"     Men   and 
women    have    gone    dowa    to    death    for    the    sake    of 
Christianity. 

10.  Sharing    with   those    in   need:-    In   a   world   which   is 
bent     on     getting,     Christians     are      bent      on     giving, 
knowing  that  what   we  keep   we  lose   and     what  we    give 
we  have.    ''Remember    the  word  of   the  Lord  Jesus."   said 
St.  Paul,    "It  is  more  blessed    to    give    than    to    receive''. 
(Acts  20:35). 

11.  Hospitality:-   This  is    a  Christian  duty;  a  selfish  home 
is   an   unhappy  home.   Christianity   is  the  religion   of  the 
open  hand,  the    open    heart,   and    the  open   door.    (Titus 
1:8.  I  Pet.  4:9) 

12  :  14-21. 

1.  Meet  persecution  with  prayers:    When  hurt  or  insulted 
the  Christian    has    the    example  of  his  master,  who   prayed 
for   his   murderers   on  the  cross.   "Father   forgive    them  for 
they   know   ooi^  what  they  do"   cf.   Stephen's  prayer  in 
Acts  7:60 

2.  Rejoicing    with    those    who    rejoice    and    weeping  with 
those  who   weep:   -  St.  Chrysostom   wrote    long  ago     that 
"It  requires  more  of  a  high  Christian  temper  to  rejoice  with 
those   who    rejoice    than    to   weep    with   them     that   weep. 
For  this   nature  itself  fulfils   perfectly;   and   there  is   none 
so  hard-hearted   as  not   to  weep  over  him   that  is  in    cala- 
mity; but  the  other  requires    a  very  noble  soul    so    as  not 
only  to  keep  from  envying,  but  even  to  feel  pleasure  with 
the  person  who    is  in   esteem"    Is  it  not  really   difficult   to 
congratulate  another  on   his  success,  especially   if  his   suc- 
cess   involves    disappointment   to  us,    than   to     sympathise 
with  a   person  in  his  sorrow  and  loss?    Yes!    when   self   is 


dead   in   Christ    we    have  as  much   joy  in   the  success  of 
others  as  in  our  OWE.    (Heb.  13:2) 

3.  Living  in    harmony  with  other  people:  -    The    Christian 
knows   that   when    strife  enters   into  any  society,  the    pos- 
sibilities and   hopes    of   doing   any    good  work     are    gone. 
True  Christianity    will  show    respect    for    the    moral    stan- 
dard   of    others. 

4.  Pride  and    snobbery   is  excluded:-    There  is  a  story   ia 
Barclays   book    which   tells  of  a  scene    in  an   early  Chris- 
tian congregation  -  "A    notable   man     has   been  converted; 
this   great   man   comes  to  his  first  Church  service:  when  he 
entered  the  room    where   t  h  e  service    is   being    held,    the 
Leader  points   to   a    place   and   said,    "Will   you    sit  there 
phase!  but  the  man  said,  "I  cannot  sit  there,  for  that  would 
be   to   sit    beside   my    slave."     Will   you   sit     there    please 
repeated   the  leader.   But  says   the  man,   "surely  not  beside 
my  slave".   "Will  you   sit  there  please"  repeated  the  leader 
once  again.   And    the   man    crossed    the   room,    sits   beside 
bis  slave,  and  givei    him    a   kiss    of  peace.    That    is   what 
Christianity   did,  and  that   is  what  Christianity   alone  could 
do.   The  Letter    to   Philemon  is  one  of  such    incidents.  All 
earthly  distiactions  are   swept  away   in  Christianity. 

5.  Examplary  life:-    The   Christian    life  is   not  only   good 
but  also  must   look   good.     Real   Christianity  is  scmething 
which  is   fair  for   all  to   see.  It  is  a  life  lived  at  peace   with 
all   men.   Many   things  have    been    done   in  the    name   of 
Politics  or   some  other  isms,  but  Christianity  could   change 

hem   for   the  good   of  mankind. 

t 

6.  All  thoughts  of  revenge  must   be  swept  aside:-   Chris- 
tianity  makes  men  to   realise   that    vengeance   is  HOI   of 
man  but  of  God.  All  men  should  be  treated  with  kindness. 

13  : 1  -  7  cf.  Itm.  2  :  If;  Titus  3:1;    I  Pit  2:13- 17. 

In  Christianity  men  believe  in  good  Statesmanship.  To 
oppose  the  government  is  not  a  Christian  conduct.  No  man 
can  dissociate  himself  from  the  society  in  which  he  lives 
and  have  a  part;  as  a  part  ef  the  nation  he  enjoys  cer- 
tain benefits  which  he  cannot  have  as  an  individual. 


Privileges  carry  along  with  them  duties;  no  man  can  take 
everything  and  give  nothing.  The  State  is  God's  instru- 
ment to  preserve  the  world  from  chaos. 

13  ?  8  -  10. 

The  debt  of  love  which  must  be  paid,  and  can  never 
be  paid  up.  -  Origen  referred  to  it  as  a  debt  which  re- 
mains with  us  permanently  and  never  leaves  us,  it  is  a 
debt  which  we  both  discharge  every  day  and  for  ever  owe, 
because  real  love  saves  a  man  from  sin. 

13  :  II  -  14    THE   THREAT    OF    TIME. 

Time  is  short,  we  expect  the  return  of  Christ  and 
therefore  must  always  be  ready.  Do  you  know  the  time 
when  God  will  rise  and  bid  you  go?  Every  hour  and 
minute  brings  us  nearer  the  grave  and  so  must  not  be  wasted. 

THE     6     SINS     WHICH     CHRISTIANITY     ONLY     CAN 
REMOVE     FROM     A    MAN. 

v.  13.  (a)  Wild  parties  -  Spending  a  whole  night  in  acts 
which  lower  a  man's  self  and  disturb  and  make  a  man 
a  nuisance  to  other-  people. 

(b)  Drunkeness:-  a  shameful  thing  which  rubs  a  man 
of  decency  and  reason,  cf.  Shakespear's  man  of  King  James. 

(O  Immorality  or  Adultery:-  Even  men  who  would 
like  to  have  other  peoples  wives  would  be  hurt  if  some 
-one  else  had  to  do  with  his  wife. 

(d)  Shamclessness    or    lust:-   The    Greek    word    used 
is    'Aselgeia'   which  means     sbamelessness,    lost   to  shame. 
Most   people   would    like    to    hide    to    sin    in   private  but 
the  man     in   whose     heart  is    aselgeia    is   long   past  that. 
He    does  not   care  who     sees    him,   and  can   do    anything 
just  to  please  himself. 

(e)  Fighting;-    This    can     only    come    from   a   desire 
for    place    and   power   and    prestige;  it   comes   from   unwil- 
lingness  to    take    the   secend    place. 
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(f)  Envy  or  desire  for  things  that  belong  to  others: 
It  is  the  spirit  which  cannot  be  content  with  what  it 
has  and  which  looks  with  jealous  eyes  on  every  blessing 
given  to  some  one  else. 

All  these  sins  arc  the  cause  of  our  social  problems, 
and  Christianity  transverses  all  of  them, 

v.  14  Conclusion:  In  conclusion  I  like  to  end  this  study 
with  this  reference  to  the  supreme  task  which  Jesus  has 
given  to  the  Church.  Ttut  of  bringing  the  Good  News 
of  Salvation  to  all  men  everywhere.  If  we  believe  in 
Christianity  and  profess  it  with  all  our  hearts  we  can- 
not keep  it  to  ourselves.  I  now  challenge  you  to  the 
task  of  Evangelism. 

May  I  refer  you  to  one  of  the  Twelve  Rules  of 
Early  Methodism  as  stated  by  John  Wesley. 

"You  have  ncthing  to  do  but  to  save  souls. 
Therefore  spend  and  be  spent  in  this  work.  It  is 
not  your  business  to  preach  so  many  times  but 
to  save  as  many  souls' as  you  can;  to  bring  as  many 
sinners  as  you  possibly  can  to  repentance,  and  with 
all  your  power  to  build  them  up  in  that  holiness, 
without  which  they  cannot  see  the  Lord." 

Yes,  men  must  be  brou-ht  to  the  knowledge  and  love 
of  Jesus  Christ.  "And  the  Spirit  and  the  bride  say,  Come. 
And  let  him  that  heareth  say,  Come,  And  let  him  that 
is  athirst  come.  And  whoever  will,  let  him  take  the 
water  of  life  freely".  (Revelation  22:17) 
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